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A Message from NEST  

   Community Learning Center’s  

       Executive Director:  

It is hard to overstate the impact that COVID-19 had on our pro-
gramming, our resources, and especially on the children we 
served in 2020.  COVID-19 affected everyone but, as a demo-
graphic, it disproportionately hurt the at-risk, low-income children 
of our communities. When much was shut down around us, we 
only had one focus: How do we rework, change, reimagine NEST 
so that we didn’t miss a step in continuing to serve, love, support, 
and just “be there” for “our kids.”  

I am so proud and grateful to our team, our 
donors, and our volunteers to say we didn’t 
miss a step!  We served more meals, served 
more communities, developed new programs, 
and had the privilege of “loving on” more chil-
dren than ever before.  It’s been said: “WHAT 
YOU GIVE FOCUS TO, YOU GIVE LIFE 
TO!”  I so appreciate all of you giving “FOCUS 
TO” the kids in NEST and the “LIFE” you give 
the work we do, year after year, through your 
prayers and support.  



Our mission: 

 NEST Community Learning  Center  

 exists to provide Nutrition, address  

     academic & non-academic barriers to  

 Education, in a Safe environment to                         

 Transform lives.  



 

 Summer 

During the summer, NEST  

provides a healthy nutritious lunch, physical  

activities, academic skill retention opportunities, and 

academic enrichment through book sharing to  

low-income communities in Loveland.   

 

Early Learner Program 

Research shows that students who start behind, 

stay behind. The ELP provides 4 extra hours of  

academic enrichment per week to children living 

in poverty.  
Homework Help 

 Through its mobile classrooms, NEST provides 
healthy snacks; opportunities to engage in  

physical activities; and delivers free, workable, 
proven programs and strategies to support  

children in poverty in the suburbs. One of the 
most critical aspects of the program is the  

caring, consistent relationships that form  

between the children and volunteer/mentors.  

NEST’s Programs 



Student  Impact… 

 

 

Growth this past year… 

 Increased from 3 to 5 sites 

 Added 2 mobile  

  classrooms 

 Initiated our expansion 

plan 

 

NEST  

“provides  

a safe place  

to learn.” 

         NEST  

       “helps me             
do better  

in school.” 

NEST  “helped  

me improve   

in a subject  

that was  

hard for me.” 



Parents say… 

 

     YES 

NEST  

“provides 
a safe   

place to 
learn.” 

Agree 

NEST “has a 
positive  

impact on  

my child’s  

self-esteem.” 

 

NEST builds  

relationships with 

the whole family.  

NEST “helped           
my child  

improve in a 
subject that 
was hard for 

them.” 



The Educational Impact of NEST: 

100% of teachers surveyed reported a positive impact on  

 students who attended NEST. Biggest areas of impact: 

#1  HOMEWORK     #2 SELF-CONFIDENCE    #3 SOCIAL INTERACTION 

Teachers  

overwhelmingly 

report a positive  
impact on             
students 

The Biggest  

impact is  

reported by  

Intervention 
Specialists 

Strongly  

 Agree 

   47% 

 
   Neutral 

     28% 

 

     Agree 

         24% 



 

When COVID-19 forced the Loveland schools to close on March 16, 2020, NEST 

transformed its “school year” focus, its mobile classrooms, and its local supportive 

volunteer group into partnering with the Loveland School District to deliver fed-

erally-funded breakfast and lunch as well as NEST funded dinners and weekend 

meals for our hundreds of at-risk students in the low-income communities NEST 

typically served.  Sadly, with low-income parents losing their jobs and federal 

and state support weeks and weeks away, the number of children NEST CLC 

was delivering meals to and feeding each day just increased by leaps and 

bounds.  

   
 

 

What happened 

when  

COVID-19 hit? 

Beginning June 1, Loveland School  

District closed its doors for the summer, 

and NEST took the challenge alone of 

continuing to deliver food each day to 

our at-risk kids, keeping “an eye” on them 

in the midst of increased drug abuse, 

spousal abuse, child abuse, and teen  

suicide, that was nationwide as a result of 

COVID-19 shelter in place orders.  



NEST’s overall COVID response 

provided: 

 53,173 meals 

 4,400 academic kits 

 4,200+ volunteer hours  

 1,500 books to keep 

And received $57,078 of in-kind 

donations.  

In addition to addressing this feeding challenge, NEST spearheaded a “Have a 

Need, Here’s a Number” service whereby it purchased another mobile phone, 

had cards and flyers printed, and put together a directory of willing churches, 

civic groups, and others who were willing to bring food to or meet other 

needs for the elderly, the ill, or the immune compromised so that they could 

self-quarantine and remain healthy in those very first uncertain months of the 

virus. 

Because NEST was out in the commu-

nity every day delivering nutrition 

and even educational materials and 

books from the schools, it was an 

easy step to hand out flyers and cards 

to the population at large advertising 

the “Have a Need, Here’s a Number.” 



 
 

 

 

 25% of NEST’s 
revenue comes 

from in-kind  

donations. 

 

$1,000 covers the 
cost for 1 student for 

tutoring,  

nutrition, books, ma-
terials, & summer 

Lunch, Learn & Play 
Program 

NEST exists because of community support! 

Donations 

 62% 

Fundraising 

        18% 

Grants 

 20% 



 

Looking Ahead…..2020-2021! 

  

Add a virtual 

academy to  

address the 

knowledge gap 

from COVID-19 

 

 

Continue to grow 
the  

number of  

students & 

 communities 

served  

 

Address the 
challenges of 
educating & 

building  

relationships as 
a result of 
COVID-19 



How you can help… 

 Volunteer- volunteer to work directly with 

the kids or in NEST’s office 

 Donate- make a financial contribution either 

one time or recurring 

 Spread the word- please tell your friends 

about NEST! 
   



“Out of work for a long time 

due to COVID. You (NEST) are 

the hand of God. Very  

thankful.” 

“It’s been such a struggle due to 

the separation of home and 

school, but Danny is always show-

ing off his number and letter 

knowledge thanks to your help.” 

“Starting off with 

an ‘F’ , now he is 

doing ‘C’ and ‘B’ 

work-all in a 

month and all be-

cause of you 

(NEST).” 

“I owe all of you at 

NEST a big thank 

you! I am appre-

ciative of this extra 

help right now and 

so grateful for 

you!” 

“When you first started to work with my 5 year old, he didn’t speak 

much, couldn’t sit still and had temper fits. Now, he is going to 

school with no problems.” 


